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missions, whether apostolic, Catholic, or Protestant, from the earliest 
period to the latest, is presented in epitome. The book might well 
be translated into English for Christian culture classes and for the 
missionary concert. By enlarging it somewhat and by introducing a 
greater number of divisions, it might be adapted to the wants of acade- 
mies and colleges. — The second of these books is but a brief sketch, 
yet it presents what the reader interested in the German Baptists of 
America will most wish to know. — Franklin Johnson. 

The Sorrow of God, and Other Sermons. By John Oates, North 
Finchley, author of The Teaching of Tennyson. (New York : E. R. 
Herrick & Co., 1898 ; pp. 240; $1.) These sermons are so beautiful 
that one would fain know more of the preacher; but, so far as the pres- 
ent volume is concerned, there is, from preface to 'finis, no clue as to 
anything of a purely personal interest, except that he has given to the 
world a volume of essays on the influence of Tennyson considered as 
a teacher. The volume is, therefore, as nearly impersonal as it can well 
be. The sermons, however, speak for themselves. Since reading 
Phillips Brooks' discourses we have seen no specimens of pulpit elo- 
quence which have captivated us as these have. They are evangelical 
in doctrine, chaste in diction, fresh and sometimes striking in the treat- 
ment of the text, apt in illustration, and abounding in pertinent poeti- 
cal quotation. They seem to us in style and subject-matter almost 
faultless, and there can hardly be too many of such published. Espe- 
cially were we interested by those on " The Gospel of the Glory," 
"The Program of Christ," "The Crowned Christ," "The Wakeful 
Souls," and "The Glory of the Cross." The only adverse criticism 
which occurs to us to make is that, while every sermon in the series 
is evangelical, there is no one of them which is distinctly evangelistic, 
addressing the sinner and appealing to him to surrender himself 
to Jesus Christ. There is no strong and rugged grappling with con- 
science, nothing to bring one face to face with the judgment of God. 
Nevertheless, it would be unfair to infer, because this is true of these 
sermons, that it is true of the author's ministry taken as a whole. — 
Christian Truth and Life. Sermons. By Milton Valentine, D.D., 
LL.D., ex-President of Pennsylvania College, and Professor of Sys- 
tematic Theology in the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Gettys- 
burg, Pa., etc. (Philadelphia: Lutheran Publication Society, 1898; 
PP- 358; $1-50.) Of the masterly discourses which are here gathered 
together, several were delivered on baccalaureate occasions, but the 
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special purpose in their preparation by no means limits their value to 
the general reader. The particular truth which constitutes what may 
be called the pith of the text is seized upon and presented, and then 
illustrated and enforced with a logical directness and a clearness of 
statement, with an analytical skill, a breadth of view, and a power of 
spiritual insight, which leave no doubt of the preacher's complete mas- 
tery of his subject. Dr. Valentine believes " that Christian truth has 
been given for Christian life." These sermons discuss, therefore, Chris- 
tian truth in its practical relations rather than theologically or meta- 
physically, and the consequence is that the readers would never know 
from these sermons that their scholarly author was a Lutheran, although 
they could not fail to recognize that he was a great Christian who lived 
among the verities of New Testament truths, whose moral and intellec- 
tual life was dominated by them, and about which there hovered in his 
mind no haze of doubt nor misty vagueness of apprehension. The 
preacher believes with Dean Stanley that " in Christianity nothing is 
of real concern except that which makes us wiser and better." The 
sermons expound doctrines as truths, and emphasize duties for Chris- 
tian men, with a view of making them both " wiser and better." It 
seems to us that they admirably succeed ; or if they fail, success must be 
impossible — R. E. Neighbor. 

Die Verhandlungen des neunten evangelisch-sozialen Kongresscs, abge- 
halten in Berlin am 2. und 3. Juni 1898. (Gottingen : Vandenhoeck 
& Ruprecht, 1898; pp. iv+165; M. 2.) The series of discussions 
of the Evangelical Social Congress deserves the attention of all stu- 
dents of the social movement in the Christian church. Some of the 
strongest men, laymen and theologians, of Germany have contributed 
discussions and papers. The principal papers in this volume are 
" Luthers Stellung zu den sozialen Fragen seiner Zeit," by a docent 
of Greifswald, Licentiat Lezius ; " Arbeiterorganisation," by Professor 
W. Stieda, Leipzig ; and " Die religios-sittliche Gedankenwelt unsrer 
Industriearbeiter," by Pastor M. Rade, of Frankfort. — C. R. Hender- 
son. 



